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The Battle of the Boyne is one of the 

most significant events in Irish history   

The Battle of the Boyne was fought between King William 
III and his father-in-law King James II on 1 July 1690. The 
kings were rival claimants to the English, Scottish and Irish 
thrones. Protestant King William (of Orange) had deposed 
Catholic King James in 1688. 

William’s army (called Williamites), 
numbered some 36,000 men and was 
made up of English, Irish, Scottish, 
Dutch, Danish and Huguenots (French 
Protestants). The opposing army (called 
Jacobites) were mainly Irish Catholics, 
reinforced by 6,500 French troops sent by 
King Louis XIV. The Jacobites chose the 
River Boyne as the best defence against 
the Williamites progress south towards 
Dublin. Drogheda was garrisoned and 
a force of 25,000 men was positioned at 
Oldbridge, the most likely crossing point. 
The armies camped on opposite sides of 
the river.   

William’s battle plan was to trap the 
Jacobite army in a pincer movement. He 
sent a force of 10,000 men towards Slane 
which drew the bulk of the Jacobites 
upstream in opposition.  With 1,300 
Jacobites posted in Drogheda, only 6,000 
were left at Oldbridge to repel 26,000 
Williamites.  All the fighting took place 
on the south side of the river as the vastly 

outnumbered Jacobite forces defended 
their position against the advancing 
Williamites.  William himself crossed at 
Drybridge with 3,500 mounted troops. The 
Jacobites retreated across the river Nanny 
at Duleek and regrouped west of the 
Shannon to carry on the war. 

William’s victory at the Battle of the 
Boyne was the turning point in James’ 
unsuccessful attempt to regain the Crown 
and ultimately ensured the continuation 
of Protestant supremacy in Ireland. Of the 
61,000 men that fought in the battle, a 
relatively small number were killed: 1,000 
Jacobites and 500 Williamites. 

The Battle of the Boyne Visitor Centre 
is located in the recently restored 18th 
century Oldbridge House, which is on the 
battlesite.

Did you know … The Battle of the Boyne 
was the largest ever assembly of troops on 
an Irish battlefield. 

b a t t l e  o f  t h e  b o y n e  s i t e

Contact Details:
Battle of the Boyne, Oldbridge 
Drogheda, Co. Meath
T: + 353 (0) 41 9809950
F: + 353 (0) 41 9849873
E: battleoftheboyne@opw.ie 
W: www.battleoftheboyne.ie

Opening Hours: 
March-April (daily): 09:30 – 16:30
May-September (daily): 10:00 – 18:00
October-February (daily): 09:00 – 17:00
Site closes Christmas and New Year

Admission: 
Adult:  €4
Senior/Group:  €3.00
Child/Student:  €2.00
Family: €10.00

Notes: 
Last admission is one hour before closing.
Average Length of Visit: 
Visitor Centre, 1 hour
Self-Guiding Walks, 1 hour
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Slane Castle is the residence of 

Ireland’s most famous aristocrat, Henry 

Conyngham, Earl of Mount Charles  

Slane Castle is set on the grounds of a 1,500 acre estate 
through which flows the River Boyne, a few kilometres 
upstream from the site of the Battle of the Boyne. 

Following the Williamite War (1689 – 91) a 
half a million Irish acres were confiscated 
from those who supported James II. The 
Conynghams purchased the estate in 1701 
following the Williamite Confiscations. 
Prior to this the lands were in the 
posession of the Flemings, Anglo-Norman 
Catholics who supported the Jacobites.  

Slane Castle in its existing form was 
reconstructed under the direction of 
William Burton Conyngham, together 
with his nephew the first Marquess 
Conyngham. The reconstruction dates 
from 1785 and was undertaken by the 
most distuinguished architects of the 
day, most notably James Gandon who 
designed The Custom House and The Four 
Courts in Dublin and Francis Johnson who 
is responsible for the GPO, in Dublin. The 
parklands were laid out by the renowned 
landscape architect, Capability Brown 
known as “England’s greatest gardener”. In 
1991, a fire in the Castle caused extensive 
damage and completely destroyed the 
eastern wing facing the River Boyne. It 
re-opened to the public in 2001 following 
a ten-year restoration programme funded 
by the family.

Over the last quarter of a century Slane 
Castle has become internationally famous 
for its summer concerts. Its natural 
amphitheatre attracts 80,000 music fans 
annually. Queen, Thin Lizzy, The Rolling 
Stones, Bob Dylan, Bruce Springsteen, 
David Bowie, Guns N’ Roses, Neil Young, 
REM, Bryan Adams, U2, Stereophonics, Red 
Hot Chili Peppers and Madonna have all 
performed under the shadow of the Castle. 
Oasis have been confirmed to headline 
Slane on 20 June 2009.

Did you know … U2 recorded part of their 
fourth studio album, The Unforgettable 
Fire, in Slane Castle; the Drawing Room 
was converted into a recording studio. 
The video for the song Pride (In the Name 
of Love) was shot in the Gothic Revival 
Ballroom which was created for George 
IV’s State Visit in 1821.    

Contact Details:
Corporate Solutions, Slane Castle, 
Slane, Co. Meath
T: + 353 (0) 41 988 4400
F: + 353 (0) 41 982 0847
E: enquiries@slanecastle.ie
W: www.slanecastle.ie 

Tours 2009:
17 May – 11 June inclusive.
28 June – 27 August inclusive.
Sundays, Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays and 
Thursdays: 12.00 hrs to 17.00 hrs.
Last tour admission: 16.30 hrs.
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For further information please contact:
Bru na Boinne Tourist Office

Visitor Centre
Donore 

Co. Meath 

T: + 353 (0)41 9880305
                      + 353 (0)44 9348761

E: brunaboinne@failteireland.ie
W: www.discoverireland.ie/eastcoast

Fáilte Ireland,
Amiens Street, Dublin 1

Baggot Street Bridge, Dublin 2

T: 1890 525 525
(01) 602 4000 / 884 7700

F: (01) 602 4100 / 855 6821

www.failteireland.ie
www.discoverireland.ie
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